Reading for the Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

11th  October 2026

First reading Isaiah 25:6-10a

‘The Lord will make a feast, and he will wipe away tears from all faces.’

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples,

the veil that is spread over all nations.

He will swallow up death for ever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day, ‘Behold, this is our God;

we have waited for him, that he might save us.

This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.’

For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 23(22):1-3a. 3b-4. 5. 6. R1

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
for length of days unending.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me; he revives my soul.

He guides me along the right path, for the sake of his name.
Though I should walk in the valley of the shadow of death, no evil would I fear, for you are with me.
Your crook and your staff will give me comfort.

You have prepared a table before me in the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for length of days unending.

Second reading

Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20

‘T can do all things through him who strengthens me.’

Brothers and Sisters: I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all
things through him who strengthens me. Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. And my God will
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation

Cf. Ephesians 1:17-18

Alleluia, alleluia.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
enlighten the eyes of our hearts,

so that we may know the hope to which he has called us.
Alleluia.



Gospel Matthew 22:1-14

‘Invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’

At that time: Jesus again spoke to the chief priests and the elders of the people, in parables, saying, ‘The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his
servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. Again he sent
other servants, saying, “Tell those who are invited, ‘See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.” ” But they paid no
attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated
them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those
murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, “The wedding feast is ready, but those
invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you
find.” And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good.
So the wedding hall was filled with guests.

‘But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. And
he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?” And he was speechless.
Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’

Short reflection on the reading for today

Our notion of heaven derives largely from what we regard as most desirable in this world. Such was
always the case. Every age reinvents heaven to mirror its own time. What is depicted tells us more about
conditions here than in the hereafter.

Such was the bleakness of the lives of most people in biblical and other times, when food was basic and
scarce, it is not surprising that Jesus compared the kingdom of heaven to a royal wedding feast. There
was of course a political agenda behind those royal banquets. They helped to insure that the heir to the
throne would be accepted and loved by his poorer subjects. Caesars and senators in ancient Rome were
accustomed to sponsor gladiatorial contests and other bloody spectacles for much the same reason.

In the parable Jesus spoke to the religious hierarchy of his time. They were his prime target and they
knew it. Already they had plans to rid themselves of this rabble-rousing rabbi, for they were too
preoccupied with clinging to privilege and power to accept God’s invitation to the wedding-feast. Others
had their ‘farms’ and their ‘businesses’, their deals and the social whirl. Unhappy with being
reprimanded for their dubious practices, they rejected the prophetic messengers sent to warn them that
the feast was ready. This story goes on finding in every age a new target audience. It would be comforting
to think of ourselves as too ordinary to be included, or that we are among those at the crossroads who
finally fill the wedding-hall. Our baptism placed us squarely on the guest list. Our profession of faith
every Sunday confirms it. But our actual priorities might still keep us from making to the wedding feast.
It used to be thought that heaven was the better of the two options on offer when we die. The Christian
truth is that the offer of heaven is made here and now; for death only fixes for eternity the choice we
actually make in this life. We have already received our invitations. We have been tagged with an RSVP. -
We are already making our responses by the priorities we choose here and now.



