
Reading for the 21st Sunday in  Ordinary Time 

23rd   August  2026 

 

First reading 

Isaiah 22:15, 19-23 

‘I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David.’ 

Thus says the Lord God of hosts, ‘Come, go to this steward, to Shebna, who is over the household, and 

say to him: “I will thrust you from your office, and you will be pulled down from your station. In that day 

I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and I will clothe him with your robe, and will bind your 

sash on him, and will commit your authority to his hand. And he shall be a father to the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David. He 

shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. And I will fasten him like a peg in 

a secure place, and he will become a throne of honour to his father’s house.” ’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 138(137):1-2a. 2bc, 3. 6, 8bc. ℟8bc 

O Lord, your merciful love is eternal; 

discard not the work of your hands. 

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart;   you have heard the words of my mouth. 

In the presence of the angels I praise you. 

I bow down towards your holy Temple.   

I give thanks to your name  for your merciful love and your faithfulness. 

On the day I called, you answered me;  you increased the strength of my soul. 

The Lord is high, yet he looks on the lowly,  and the haughty he knows from afar. 

O Lord, your merciful love is eternal;  discard not the work of your hands. 

 

Second reading Romans 11:33-36 

‘From him and through him and to him are all things.’ 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgements 

and how inscrutable his ways! ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his 

counsellor?’ ‘Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?’ For from him and through him and 

to him are all things. To him be glory for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 16:18 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, 

and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

Alleluia. 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 16:13-20 

‘You are Peter, and I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.’ 

At that time: When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 

others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 

replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon 



Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell 

you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 

it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.’ Then he strictly charged the disciples 

to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

 

Short reflection on the reading for today 

 

Above the sanctuary of Saint Peter’s basilica in Rome, written in huge lettering of gold mosaic, is this 

promise of Jesus to his chief apostle: “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church.. I will 

give to you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” These words are held by Catholics as the basis for the 

papacy, applying to the bishop of Rome as the successor to Peter, to be the chief spokesman for the 

church’s living faith, and wielder of the spiritual power of the keys. 

Each must make a personal answer to Our Lord’s question: “Who do you say that I am?’ although Peter’s 

credo is a solid basis from which to begin. Notice the beautiful phrase: “Son of the Living God,” 

expressing more richly what “Christ” means. Peter’s worshipful faith comes to him as gift from above, not 

from any mere logic or ingenuity. Why was the blessing given to him in particular? Perhaps because his 

humble and contrite spirit made him best prepared to receive it? Or because God chooses whom He wills, 

irrespective of their merits? It is to this Peter that Jesus entrusts whatever is meant by the keys of the 

Kingdom of Heaven. Upon his solid, dedicated faith the Church will always rely, for unity and 

encouragement. Keys are mainly for opening; many doors lock by themselves.  

What of today’s Church, spread in all continents, united under the leadership of Pope Leo? How can this 

work of teaching, encouraging and uniting so many millions of baptised believers be carried on? Jesus 

remains at the centre, as the Christ, Son of the Living God, and he continues to be the Church’s true 

Rock. We today, just as much as in the time of St Peter, need the ministry of faithful apostles, entrusted 

by Christ to build up his people, witness to the faith, and provide leadership in Christian love. Today we 

particularly remember the present successor of Peter, our Pope; that God may establish him in faith and 

wisdom; that being strong in himself, he may confirm the brethren; and that as Chief Shepherd he may 

help us on our way to the Kingdom. 

 

 


