Reading for Weekday in Ordinary Time
June 8th 2026

First reading 1 Kings 17:1-6

‘Elijah stands before the Lord God of Israel.’

In those days: Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives,
before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” And the word
of the Lord came to him: ‘Depart from here and turn eastwards and hide yourself by the brook Cherith,
which is east of the Jordan. You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed
you there.” So he went and did according to the word of the Lord. He went and lived by the brook Cherith
that is east of the Jordan. And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and
meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 121(120):1-2. 3-4. 5-6. 7-8. R cf. 2

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I lift up my eyes to the mountains;

from where shall come my help?

My help shall come from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
He will keep your foot from stumbling.

Your guard will never slumber.

No, he sleeps not nor slumbers, Israel’s guard.

The Lord your guard, the Lord your shade at your right hand.
By day the sun shall not smite you, nor the moon in the night.
The Lord will guard you from evil; he will guard your soul.

The Lord will guard your going and coming, both now and for ever.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:12a

Alleluia, alleluia.

Rejoice and be glad,

for your reward is great in heaven.
Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit.’

At that time: Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples
came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the
meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when
others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.’
Short reflection on the reading for today

Poor people are not necessarily holier or more spiritual. Want and poverty are not in themselves
virtuous, but they sometimes brings out virtue in a person. Notably, the first beatitude is spoken to the
“poor in spirit” which is a radical dependence on God rather than on property or status. It is often linked



to the kind of patience which marks true disciples of Jesus. Mildness of spirit can help us grown in
compassion and purity of heart. People are more attracted to the faith by compassion than by any other
virtue; more are turned away from religion by arrogance and dominance than by all other faults.

Today’s texts are a call to merciful spirit of servant-leadership and point to the good results to be
achieved. Such leadership from our bishops and priests fosters a strong, caring Catholic community, a
persevering community and foreshadows the kingdom of God. In such a community, those who have
shared the suffering of Christ will richly share in his consolation. When we are poor in spirit, we let God
accomplish the beatitudes in us, and then through us for others.

We might describe the beatitudes as a blended character-portrait. When Jesus spoke those beatitudes he
was painting a portrait of himself, and of what he hopes from his disciples. He is poor in spirit and
depends on the Father for everything; he is gentle and compassionate; he mourns when God’s will is not
being done on earth as in heaven; he hungers and thirst for justice, for what God wants, and suffers to
bring that about; he is merciful to the sinner; he has a purity of heart, wanting what God wants; he works
to bring peace between God and humanity and among human beings.

In painting this word-portrait of himself, Jesus was also showing what his followers should aim to be. It
is our portrait, and we are called to try and fit that portrait. We cannot become the person of the
beatitudes on our own; we need the help of the Holy Spirit who works within us to mould us into the
image and likeness of Christ.



