
Reading for Weekday  in  Ordinary Time 

5th   August  2026 

 

First reading Jeremiah 31:1-7 

‘I have loved you with an everlasting love.’ 

‘At that time, declares the Lord, I will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and they shall be my people.’ 

Thus says the Lord: 

‘The people who survived the sword  found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest,  the Lord appeared to him from far away. 

I have loved you with an everlasting love;  therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 

Again I will build you, and you shall be built,  O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 

Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; 

the planters shall plant and shall enjoy the fruit. 

For there shall be a day when watchmen will call in the hill country of Ephraim: 

“Arise, and let us go up to Sion, to the Lord our God.” ’ 

For thus says the Lord: 

‘Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, “O Lord, save your people, the remnant of Israel.” ’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Jer 31:10, 11-12b. 13. ℟cf.10d 

The Lord guards us as a shepherd his flock. 

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations; 

declare it to the distant isles and say, 

‘He who scattered Israel will gather him and guard him as a shepherd his flock.’ 

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, redeemed him from a hand too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing praise on the heights of Sion, come streaming to the bounty of the Lord. 

Then the maiden shall rejoice in a dance, the young men and old together. 

‘I will change their mourning into joy; 

I will console them, giving gladness for sorrow.’ 

 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 7:16 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

A great prophet has arisen among us 

and God has visited his people! 

Alleluia. 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 15:21-28 

‘O woman, great is your faith!’ 

At that time: Jesus went away and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and was crying, ‘Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my 

daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.’ But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came 

and begged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she is crying out after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ And he 

answered, ‘It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet 

even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘O woman, 

great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.’ And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 

 

 



Short reflection on the reading for today 

 

That pagan woman showed tenacious faith. The initial response of Jesus to her desperate cry for help was 

dead silence. When the woman persisted with her request and Jesus answers, he seems to harshly 

dismiss her request. But just as the woman was not put off by Jesus’ silence, she is not put off by his first 

gruff response. She takes up his image of feeding the children rather than the house-dogs, the people of 

Israel rather than the pagans, and turns it to her own advantage. 

Eventually the Lord rewards her persistent faith and grants her request. It seems that in his mind the 

time had not yet come to bring the gospel to pagans; it would come later, after his death and 

resurrection. Yet, this woman succeeded in bringing forward his timetable by her persistent faith. 

He spoke at one point of a faith that can move mountains. This woman’s faith certainly moved Jesus. 

This pagan woman encourages all of us to remain faithful, even when the grounds for faithfulness seem 

to be very weak. She inspires us to keep seeking the Lord, even when the Lord appears to be silent and 

distant. 

 

 

 

 


