Reading for Weekday in Ordinary Time
34 August 2026

First reading

Jeremiah 28:1-17

‘Hananiah, the Lord has not sent you, and you have made this people trust in a lie.’

In that same year, at the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fifth month of the
fourth year, Hananiah the son of Azzur, the prophet from Gibeon, spoke to me, Jeremiah, in the house of
the Lord, in the presence of the priests and all the people, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel: I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. Within two years I will bring back to this place all
the vessels of the Lord’s house, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place and
carried to Babylon. I will also bring back to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and
all the exiles from Judah who went to Babylon, declares the Lord, for I will break the yoke of the king of
Babylon.’

Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the priests and all the
people who were standing in the house of the Lord, and the prophet Jeremiah said, ‘Amen! May
the Lord do so; may the Lord make the words that you have prophesied come true, and bring back to this
place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. Yet hear now this word that I
speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The prophets who preceded you and me from
ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for
the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known
that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.’

Then the prophet Hananiah took the yoke-bars from the neck of Jeremiah the prophet and broke them.
And Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the people, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: Even so will I break
the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all the nations within two years.” But
Jeremiah the prophet went his way.

Some time after the prophet Hananiah had broken the yoke-bars from off the neck of Jeremiah the
prophet, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: ‘Go, tell Hananiah, “Thus says the Lord: You have
broken wooden bars, but you have made in their place bars of iron. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the
God of Israel: I have put upon the neck of all these nations an iron yoke to serve Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, and they shall serve him, for I have given to him even the beasts of the field.” * And Jeremiah
the prophet said to the prophet Hananiah, ‘Listen, Hananiah, the Lord has not sent you, and you have
made this people trust in a lie. Therefore thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will remove you from the face of
the earth. This year you shall die, because you have uttered rebellion against the Lord.”’

In that same year, in the seventh month, the prophet Hananiah died.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 119(118):29, 43. 79-80. 95, 102. R68b

Teach me, O Lord, your statutes.

Keep me from the way of falsehood; grant me mercy by your law.

Never take the word of truth from my mouth, for I hope in your decrees.

Let those who fear you turn to me, that they may know your decrees.

Let my heart be blameless in your statutes, that I may not be put to shame.
Though the wicked lie in wait to destroy me, yet I ponder your decrees.

I have not turned away from your decrees which you yourself have taught me.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 4:4b

Alleluia, alleluia.

One does not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.
Alleluia.



Gospel
Matthew 14:22-36
‘Command me to come to you on the water.’

After the crowd had eaten and were satisfied: Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and
go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds,
he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by
this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. And in the
fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking
on the sea, they were terrified, and said, ‘It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus
spoke to them, saying, ‘Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” And Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you,
command me to come to you on the water.” He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat and walked on
the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried
out, ‘Lord, save me.’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, ‘O you
of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the
boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’

And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. And when the men of that place
recognised him, they sent word around to all that region and brought to him all who were sick and
implored him that they might only touch the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made
well.

Short reflection on the reading for today

As soon as the people had been filled with the food that Jesus gave them, Jesus packs his disciples off in
the boat to the other side of the lake. He sends the crowds away and then retreats to the mountain to pray
all by himself.

As the disciples make their way across the lake the weather changes. They run into a big storm and their
boat is being tossed about like a cork. Then out of the darkness, between 3 and 6 in the morning hours,
they see Jesus approaching them across the water. Far from being delighted, they are terrified out of
their wits. Superstitious men that they are, they think it is a ghost. Ghosts were very much a part of their
world.

Peter gets out of the boat and goes towards Jesus. It is an act of love, faith and trust. But not quite
enough. The power of the wind and waves gets stronger than his desire to be with Jesus. He begins to
sink.

Jesus lifts him up and says:

You of little faith, why did you doubt?

As soon as Jesus and Peter get into the boat, there is a complete calm.

The rest of the disciples are overwhelmed and bow down before him saying:

Truly you are the Son of God.

We have here behind this story an image of the early Church, of which the boat and the disciples are a
symbol. The surrounding water is the world, and the wind and waves are the forces which threaten the
tiny community. Jesus seems to be far away, but he is not, and he appears in the midst of the storm.
Once he steps inside the boat, there is calm, not only because the surrounding storm has stopped, but
also because of the peace which the awareness of Jesus’ presence gives.

There is an added element in this story in that Peter, the leader of the community, comes hand in hand
into the boat with Jesus. In time, the authority of Jesus will be passed over to him.

There is also, of course, in the calming of the storm an indication of Jesus’ real identity, expressed in the
awe-filled words of the disciples, “Truly you are the Son of God”, echoing Jesus’ own statement of “I AM”.



