Reading for Weekday in Ordinary Time

19th  October 2026

First reading

Ephesians 2:1-10

‘He made us alive together with Christ and seated us in the heavenly places.’

Brothers and Sisters: You were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons
of disobedience — among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of
the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being
rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ — by grace you have been saved — and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so
that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 100(99):1-2. 3. 5. R2b

The Lord made us; we belong to him.

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing for joy. Know that he, the Lord, is God.

He made us; we belong to him. We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
Indeed, how good is the Lord, eternal his merciful love.

He is faithful from age to age.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:3

Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Alleluia.

Gospel Luke 12:13-21

‘The things you have prepared, whose will they be?’

At that time: Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with
me.” But he said to him, ‘Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?’ And he said to them, ‘Take
care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of
one’s possessions.” And he told them a parable, saying, ‘The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and
he thought to himself, “What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?” And he said, “I will do
this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be
merry.”” But God said to him, “Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?” So is the one who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich towards
God’



Short reflection on the reading for today

We need to be security conscious in order to feel safe in our homes, especially if there are burglars in our
neighbourhood. We need securing also at a deeper level, to feel secure for the future. Apart from
whatever protection is offered by medicine and the law, many put their trust in their money or property
as the only real security available in our ever-changing world.

Jesus warns against making property our main source of security. When someone came asking him to
intervene in a family dispute about inheritance, he refuses to get involved, but offers his advice, that a
person’s life is not made secure by what he owns.

It’s a sign of wisdom when we take this advice to heart. We discover a new freedom regarding ownership.
It dawns on us that it’s not owning things that counts, but having things to share with others.

This is a lesson that the rich man in the parable never learned. He heaped up money just for the sake of
money and the pleasures it could buy. He stored commodities in ways that served no useful purpose for
others. Like Scrooge, he felt sure he had more than enough to see him comfortable to the end. But when
God suddenly called him from this life he faced his judgment as a poor man. In spite of owning so much,
he was not rich in the eyes of God.

We need to be rather detached from money in order to be rich in the sight of God. This calls for a
generous spirit, willing to share what we have so some others get a fairer deal in life. The life of Jesus is
iconic for this kind of generosity, as Paul says, ‘though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so
that by his poverty you might become rich.’



