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First reading Hosea 14:1-9 

‘We will say no more, “Our God,” to the work of our hands.’ 

Thus says the Lord: Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled because of your 

iniquity. Take with you words and return to the Lord; say to him, ‘Take away all iniquity; accept what is 

good, and we will pay the fruit of our lips. Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; and we 

will say no more, “Our God”, to the work of our hands. In you the orphan finds mercy.’ 

  I will heal their apostasy; I will love them freely, for my anger has turned from them. I will be like the 

dew to Israel; he shall blossom like the lily; he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon; his shoots shall 

spread out; his beauty shall be like the olive, and his fragrance like Lebanon. They shall return and dwell 

beneath my shadow; they shall flourish like the corn; they shall blossom like the vine; their fame shall be 

like the wine of Lebanon. 

  O Ephraim, what have I to do with idols? It is I who answer and look after you. I am like an evergreen 

cypress; from me comes your fruit. 

  Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is discerning, let him know them; for the 

ways of the Lord are right, and the upright walk in them, but transgressors stumble in them. 

 

 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 51(50):3-4. 8-9. 12-13. 14, 17. ℟17b 

My mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your merciful love; 

according to your great compassion, blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me completely from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

Behold, you delight in sincerity of heart; in secret you teach me wisdom. 

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be pure; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Create a pure heart for me, O God; renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence; take not your holy spirit from me. 

Restore in me the joy of your salvation; sustain in me a willing spirit. 

O Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

John 16:13a; 14:26d 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

When the Spirit of truth comes, 

he will guide you into all the truth, 

and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

Alleluia. 

 



Gospel 

Matthew 10:16-23 

‘It is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father.’ 

At that time: Jesus instructed his Apostles: ‘Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, 

so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to councils 

and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear 

witness before them and the Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to 

speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you 

who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will deliver brother over to death, 

and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and you will 

be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When they 

persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the 

towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.’ 

 

Short reflection on the reading for today 

The gospel is realistic about the kind of welcome we are apt to meet from non-believers, when we try to 

talk about personal faith. The mood may well be somewhat hostile, and that hostility could come even 

from within the family circle. Jesus says we will not be alone if we have to face this kind of rejection. The 

Holy Spirit will be there as our resource and support. 

It could be argued that society today is not as hostile to the faith as when Jesus sent the first disciples. 

Yet, we know that the values of the gospel are not always respected in the culture of today; many see 

those gospel values as a threat, especially a threat to what is called human freedom. We are just as much 

in need of the Holy Spirit today, as the first disciples were, if we are to bear witness to the Lord and all he 

stands for. We still need the Holy Spirit to inspire our witness to the Lord. The church is as dependant on 

the Holy Spirit today as it ever was. The good news is that the Holy Spirit is just as available to us today 

as he was in the earliest days of the church, because the Lord needs our witness today as much as he did 

then. 

 

 


