Reading for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

11th January 2026

First reading

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

‘Behold my servant, in whom my soul delights.’

Thus says the Lord:

Behold my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;

I have put my Spirit upon him;

he will bring forth justice to the nations.

He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street;

a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.

He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his law.

‘T am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness;

I will take you by the hand and keep you;

I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations,

to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 29(28):1-2. 3ac-4. 3b, 9b-10. R11b
The Lord will bless his people with peace.
Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly powers,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;
bow down before the Lord, majestic in holiness.
The voice of the Lord upon the waters,
the Lord on the immensity of waters;

the voice of the Lord full of power;

the voice of the Lord full of splendour.
The God of glory thunders;

in his temple they all cry, ‘Glory!’

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits as king for ever.

Second reading Acts 10:34-38
‘God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit.’

In those days: Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he
sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all — you yourselves
know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John
proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.’



Gospel Acclamation Cf. Mark 9:7

Alleluia, alleluia.
The heavens were opened and the voice of the Father thundered:

“This is my beloved Son; listen to him’.
Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 3:13-17

‘When Jesus was baptised he saw the Spirit of God coming to rest on him.’

At that time: Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptised by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him,
‘Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when
Jesus was baptised, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice
from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’

Short reflection on the reading for today

The baptism of Jesus is a moment of special grace in our story of salvation. Not only did he join us in our
sinful state, but the Father and the Spirit are seen and heard to be there with him. The gospel uses the
simple phrase that “the heavens were opened,” but it is a powerful statement. Later on, when Jesus
completed his life-journey on Calvary, we read how “the veil of the Temple was rent in two.” Now at last
we were free to enter the Holy of Holies. Today’s gospel is the beginning of a journey, which, through our
own baptism, each of us is asked to travel. It is a journey full of purpose.

Even if we seldom think of it, each person needs a sense of purpose and pattern in our living. When we
set out on a journey we need to have a definite idea of where we intend going, and how to make the
journey. Peter summarised the purpose and pattern of Christ’s life when he said, “went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.” We are invited to make his
purpose our own.

A man was down the country travelling along by-roads where the signposts were few and far between.
After a while, unsure of his directions, he decided to ask the first person he saw. When he came across a
farmer driving his cows home for milking he stopped the car and asked if he was on the right road to
Mallow. The farmer told him that he certainly was on the Mallow road. The driver thanked him and was
about to move forward when the farmer added, in a nonchalant way, “You're on the right road, but you’re
going in the wrong direction!’



